 MCA Board of Director Meeting Minutes:  June 26, 2010
Meeting called to order at 1:55 pm.   Present: Thomas Rehmeier, Bob Howe,   Matt Angeli, Ed Baur, ,  Bob Holliman, Ron Luther, Tim Campbell.       Absent:  John Sutton, Tony Rich- This represented a Quorum. 
Next meeting date set for Sept.19th, at 9am. This will be just before the General Membership meeting at the Missouri Open.
Bob Howe presented the minutes from the January 2010 meeting.  The minutes were approved with minor corrections. 
Treasurer’s Report: The MCA account remains near the $3000 mark.  

Membership Report: Thomas reported on behalf of Nathaniel Fast.  Memberships were 219.  Ed Baur has volunteered to take over as the Membership Chair.  Thomas Rehmeier made the motion to appoint Ed Baur as Membership Chair, Bob Howe 2nds.  Passes.

Tournaments:
Missouri Class:  Pre-entries are strong.  Ed will bring trophies.
Missouri Closed: One wildcard spot open.  Class and Premier/Amateur will still qualify another spot or spots.  
Chess Festival: The Festival will have a Reserve/Open section again this year since there is no longer an Invitational section held concurrently.

Park Board Chess Club Open:  The PBCC recently came to Bob Holliman for assistance in organizing a major tournament.  Local club leader Joe Brozovich is in charge of the event, but Bob is providing assistance and Thomas will be the chief TD.  Bob Holliman urged everyone to support this event to help heal the long running acrimony between Springfield Chess and other areas. (dating back since problems with Moushey)  The tournament will require MCA membership and is scheduled for October.
2011 State Scholastic Championship:   Set for the last Saturday in February.  Same location as last year.  Ed is working on a new plan to allow the playing hall to be divided between the HS and lower levels since they run on different schedules.  Room for skittles continues to be an issue.  The space is available but tables are at a premium.  Ed is waiting on results from the MSHSAA before committing to 2012 due to possible major changes.  The tournament made a modest profit of $400.  

Bob Holliman motions to accept .50cents instead of $1 per player given the small profit of the event.  Tim Campbell 2nds.  Passes

St Louis Open:  The MCA is interested in if the CCCSCSL wants to continue running the event.  The event was a big success at the Club this year, but the main concern is the loss of revenue,   as the Stl Open was traditionally a positive revenue event for the MCA.  Ed will contact the Chess Club staff to see where they stand on this.
Old Business:

Dues increase is in the bulletin and on the website.  Let everyone know!
MSHSAA:  John Sutton sent some emails on this since he could not attend.  The organization has delayed the vote for one year due to budgetary problems.  A survey the organization sent out had a response of 69 yes, to 244 no’s from principals saying that they would participate in chess.  This appears at first glance as bad, but was the best response of all the events being considered. (Bowling, Chess, Bass Fishing, Cycling, Ice Hockey, and Rodeo)

New Business:

Regional Representation:  Bob Howe presented a view he had received from a member asking why Saint Louis had greater numbers of members but receives the same number of delegates.  Bob Holliman and Ron Luther explained the history of the director distribution.  In summary: The organization was founded on a 3/3/3 model, and this was kept for many years.  As some point in the early 80’s at a meeting which was described as lightly attended, Bob Sutter passed a motion to redistribute directors by population of USCF memberships.  This led to an era of Saint Louis dominating the organization and the other areas participating less.  The board then returned to a “senatorial” setup and has remained that way since.
Thomas brought up the subject that other state associations compensate workers like bulletin editor and webmaster for the many hours those volunteer positions require.  Ron Luther motions that membership fees be waived for the Webmaster, Bulletin Editor, Membership Chair, and Treasurer as a thanks for the work they do.  Bob Holliman 2nds.  Passed. 

Hall of Fame Nominations:  Four nominations were submitted this year.  The board had a lengthy discussion about the qualifications of the candidates.  The consensus was this was a great field of candidates, but the board agreed to keep the guidelines of one candidate per year.  
1. Selden Trimble- Nominated by Thomas Rehmeier

2. Maxx Judd – Nominated by Bob Jacobs

3.  Rex Sinquefield – Recommended by Bob Jacobs (incomplete nomination, no info was included)

4. Zeb Fortman  – Nominated by Aimee Klimzcak

After serious discussion, it became clear Selden Trimble was the favorite among a majority of the board.  Given that position a motion was made to nominate him by Bob Holliman, 2nd by Matt Angeli.  The motioned carried unanimously.  

Ed Baur urged the board to keep the other nominations open next year rather than require someone to re-nominate them given the high qualifications of these candidates.   The board agreed it would consider the other candidates next year as none of the other candidates were voted down.

Player of the year:  Thomas Rehmeier shared the current standings.   The question was discussed whether the program was successful in encouraging players to play more or directors to require MCA. 

Bob Howe suggested that the MCA to present an award to Rex Sinquefield for the great accomplishments he has spearheaded in the past few years.   Bob Holliman moved he be given a Meritorious Service Award , with details being worked out by Bob Howe.  Ron Luther 2nds.  Passes.  The award will hopefully be presented at the Missouri Invitational.

Bob Howe moves to adjourn.  Matt Angeli 2nds.  Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm.

